
ILLINOIS DUNESLAND GARDEN CLUB 
Christmas Holiday Luncheon Meeting 

December 12, 2017 
Shepherd’s Crook, Zion, IL 

 
The meeting was called to order by Co-President April Meyers at 

12:05 p.m.  She extended a warm Christmas welcome to all and 

then led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  A brief meeting 

was conducted before lunch was served at 12:20 p.m.  Anne 

Miller led everyone in prayer; the meeting resumed at 12:40 p.m.  
 

Guests:  April asked the guests to stand and introduce 

themselves and acknowledge the member who invited them.  

 

BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Roll Call:  April Meyers reminded everyone to sign in and pick up 

their nametags. There were 83 members and 4 guests present at 

the meeting. 
 
December Birthdays:  April invited the December birthday 

members to stand for acknowledgements: Sonia Bedrosian, 

Charlene Blair, Carole Bufton, Ellen Buntrock, Rebecca Bozarth, 

Barbara Farrell, Dolly Flesher, Joyce Frederick, Mary Frederickson, 

Anne Gendreau, Kathy Knutell, Linette Parrish, Beth Rankin and 

Barbara Redman. 

 

Member’s 100th Birthday: We all sang Happy “100th” Birthday 

to Dolly Flesher and presented her with a special birthday cake 

made by Cheri Florczyk. 

 

Minutes: The Minutes from November 14, 2017 were posted on 

the Information Board, emailed, and posted on our website. The 

required signatures were obtained and accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Cheri Florczyk presented the Treasurer’s 

Report, which was posted with a combined final balance of 

$10,427.96 for both the checking and savings accounts. 

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Sunshine:  Helen Koetz reported that no cards were sent this 

past month.  Gale Dulian stated Sylvia Kerstein was in the 

hospital with an inner ear problem and is now recuperating at 

home.  Helen will send Sylvia a card. 
 
Garden Gloves: Helen has garden gloves available for $4.00.   
 
Activities: Darlene Robinson reported there were no activities 

planned at this time; trips will be scheduled for the Spring.  

 

Workshops: Beth Dermody reported there are no workshops 

currently planned.  

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
December Centerpiece Workshop: Gale Dulian conducted an 

attractive and fragrant Centerpiece Workshop after the meeting. 

 

IDGC Tea Set: Marty Butler reported the Zion Women’s Club 

used the IDGC Tea Set for their December 3, 2017 event.  They 

thanked the Garden Club and returned the set in perfect 

condition.  Marty stated everyone is welcome to attend the event 

next year. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
New Member Inductions: April Meyers welcomed and inducted 

new members: Carol Awe, Jerome Hufendick, Barbara Norman, 

Linette Parrish, Paula Reinier and Urszula Wojcik. 

 

IDGC Membership Pledge:  Co-Presidents April Meyers and 

Gale Dulien led the members in the following IDGC Membership 

Pledge: 

 

As a member of Illinois Dunesland Garden Club, I intend to 

support my fellow gardeners by being an active participant in 

meetings, education, community service and social aspects of this 

group.  Most of all I will continue to learn and have fun. 



Tip of the Month: Beth Dermody demonstrated adorable 

Christmas decorations made by using old maple syrup bottles or 

similarly- shaped bottles and inserting plastic greenery and 

battery-operated light sets inside. She suggested several ways to 

decorate the bottles by painting them or using holiday stickers 

and adding a bell tied to a bow on top.  Beth suggested going to 

Tuesday Morning or Walmart to purchase the light sets and other 

supplies.  

 

Some members suggested using light sets with a cork at one end 

for wine bottles, decorating with snowflake stickers, or cutting up 

old Christmas cards and inserting cutouts inside the bottle. 

 

Garden Q & A: April suggested everyone review the articles on 

the Information Board and provided several handouts including 

“Plants Facts” on Poinsettias and the 2018 Perennial Plant of the 

Year, Allium “Millenium”. 
 

Poinsettias: Sandi Shea gave an informative talk on the 

purchase and care of poinsettias.  The plants should be free of 

insects (look on the underside of the leaves for evidence of any 

insects).  Do not buy any plants that have been sprayed with 

colors or any plants wrapped in cellophane as they produce 

ethylene gas and the leaves will fall off.  Bring your healthy plant 

home immediately and place it where it will be warm and have 

sufficient light.  Keep your plant moist by using your finger to test 

the soil and do not let it sit in water.  Sandi also stated the plants 

are not poisonous and do not require plant food. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
January Speaker: April Meyers stated the speaker will be from 

the Lake County Forest Preserve and the topic will be “Pollination: 

Plant Survival Tactics” which shows how plants and animals help 

each other in their existence and pollination. 

 

Other Speakers:  Donna Saafield stated she will have a signup 

sheet in January for a workshop on Bonsai that will be conducted 

by Linda Camp and Jim Beck. 



 

Donna mentioned a potential speaker for February would require 

one hour and 30 minutes for the presentation and suggested we 

condense our general meeting to provide required time for the 

speaker.  

 

December Refreshment Committee: April thanked Lead Fran 

Isaac, Greeter Dolly Flesher, and Members Gloria Askew, Mary 

Fredrickson, Jo Galassini, Shirley Mintern and Doris Saenim.  The 

Refreshment Committee gave special thanks to Fran Isaac for the 

extraordinary work she did on the table decorations and favors. 
 
January Refreshment Committee: April announced the 

members of next month’s refreshment committee: Lead Jan 

LaBelle, Greeter Claire Erickson, Members Carol Behm, Glenda 

Clark, Lori Coady, Barbara Draegert, Jill LaBelle, and Brenda 

Perez. 

 

Publicity: April announced a new weekly community newspaper 

is being developed, printed and published by The Soaring Eagle 

Community Development Corporation.  The newspaper will be 

called “The Zion Benton Times” and the first newspaper will be 

distributed on Friday, December 22, 2017.  It will be a local 

non-partisan publication with a focus on news and information 

relevant to the residents and businesses who are located in the 

Zion and Benton Townships.  Fran Isaac will be contacting them 

to assure our Garden Club news is published in the first edition. 

 

April requested that pictures of our Christmas Luncheon and 

information on our next meeting gets into the newspaper and 

gave the following contact information: ZionBentonTimes@gmail 

or 847/406-7205. 

 

A Motion was made by Shirley Solberg and seconded to adjourn 

the meeting.  Motion passed; the meeting adjourned at 1:42 pm. 
 
Joyce Lomonaco 
Secretary 
 


