
ILLINOIS DUNESLAND GARDEN CLUB 

GENERAL MEETING 

March 14, 2017 

Zion-Benton Public Library, Zion, IL 

   

The meeting was called to order by Co-President Gale Dulian at 

1:04 p.m.  She extended a warm welcome to all and then led the 

group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

  

SPEAKER:  Donna Saalfeld introduced the speaker, Perry Plescia, 

and his assistant, Colin Ley.  Perry, owner of “Honey Works”, has 

been keeping bees for over 25 years and discussed how to start 

your own beehive in the backyard. 

 

BUSINESS MEETING: 

 

Roll Call:  Gale Dulian reminded everyone to sign in and pick up 

their name tags.  There were 35 members present at the 

meeting. 

 

March Birthdays:  Gale invited March birthday members to 

stand for acknowledgement: Taylor Austin, Claire Erickson, Jill 

LaBelle, Elizabeth Perez, Ingrid Tjader, and JoNancy Warren. 
  

Minutes:  The Minutes from February 14, 2017 were posted at 

the meeting, emailed, and posted on our website. The required 

signatures were obtained and accepted.  A motion was made by 

Ludwina Homer and seconded to accept the Minutes.  Motion 

carried. 

  

Treasurer’s Report:  Cheri Florczyk presented the Treasurer’s 

Report, which was posted with a combined final balance of 

$8,283.08 for both the checking and savings accounts.  A motion 



was made by Linda McKinney and seconded to accept the 

Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried. 
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

Sunshine:  Helen Koetz sent a get well-card to Pat Campanella 

who is recuperating from recent hip surgery. 

  

Garden Gloves:  Helen stated garden gloves are available for $4 

a pair.   
  

Activities:  Darlene Robinson and Helen Koetz are organizing a 

trip on March 28, 2017 to Anton’s Greenhouses and Garden 

Centers in Pleasant Prairie, Wisconsin.  There will be a tour and 

presentation on seedlings and transplanting.  A detailed email will 

be sent on the trip. 

  

Darlene and Helen are also planning a trip to Old World Wisconsin 

which is located in Eagle, Wisconsin.  More information will be 

forthcoming.  

  

Beth Dermody encouraged members to attend a native plant sale 

at the Independence Grove Forest Preserve in Libertyville which 

will be held in the month of May. 
  

Workshops:  Beth Dermody provided information on a variety of 

workshops for making a Leopold Bench, Zen Bench, Copper 

Trellis, Salad Table, Stepping Stones, Concrete Planter, Fairy 

Accessory Garden, and Marble Art Pots and Vases.  A signup 

sheet was available at the meeting and Beth will have more 

details in the future. 

  



Garden Walk:  Gale stressed the need for everyone to observe 

our neighborhoods for possible Garden Walk locations for the 

garden tour this summer. 

  

IDGC Logo Wear:  Gale requested members wear their logo 

wear clothing at the April meeting.  Members can see the 

different styles and sizes for future orders. 

  

  

OLD BUSINESS 
  

Children’s Advocacy Center:  Gale Dulian said the check to the 

state’s attorney’s office will be presented later in March for the 

Children’s Advocacy Center.  The wording regarding the 

engraving on the brick for the Children’s Advocacy Center was 

discussed. 

  

Information Board:  Gale reminded members to read the 

posting on the Information Board for upcoming events  Some 

forms may be required to attend an event and will be available 

for those interested. 

  

Chicago Flower & Garden Show:  Members were encouraged 

to visit the Show from March 18-26, 2017 at Navy Pier in 

Chicago, Illinois. 

  

Landscape Design School Course:  The Garden Clubs of Illinois 

are offering a design course from April 24-25, 2017 at a cost of 

$70.00  Forms are available for anyone who is interested. 

  

Leadership Meeting:  Gale mentioned that she attended the 

President’s Leadership Meeting on February 25, 2017 in 

Northbrook, Illinois and learned new ideas for our club. 



Suggestion Box:  Gale reminded everyone to check out the 

decorative Suggestion Box created by Jennifer Mendez and 

encouraged all to submit their suggestions. 

   

NEW BUSINESS 

  

Budget & Planning Committee:  Gale Dulian announced a 

Budget & Planning Committee needs to be formed to develop the 

Proposed Budget for 2017-2018.  A Committee was formed and 

are Cheri Florczyk, Barbara Redman, Donna Saalfeld, Carol Behm 

and Jill LaBelle.  The Proposed Budget will be presented at the 

May meeting and voted on at the June meeting. 

 

Perennial Plant of the Year:  April Meyers said the Butterfly 

Weed (Asclepias tuberosa) was voted the perennial plant of the 

year by the Perennial Plant Association.  The Butterfly Weed is a 

great native plant for our Midwest gardens. 

  

Tip Of The Month:  Beth Dermody suggested a project using a 

plastic milk jug to cover and protect new plants from the cold in 

th Spring.  Beth also suggested when pruning use disinfectant 

wipes every time we prune to avoid spreading disease.     

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
  

Member Resignation:  Gale Dulian announced Mary Otahal 

resigned from the Co-Secretary position.  She is moving to 

Asheville, North Carolina. 

 

March Refreshment Committee:  Gale thanked Lead Ludwina 

Homer, Greeter Judy Stalder, and Members Naomi Friedrich, 

Sandra Inglis, Marge Leable, Elizabeth Perez, Elizabeth Spannraft, 

and Ingrid Tjader. 



April Speaker:  Gale announced the speaker, Kay McClelland, 

will give a presentation on “Chiwaukee Prairie Preservation” 

providing insight to rare and endangered plants and wildlife. 

  

Weeds:  Gale requested members bring a weed to the meeting.  

She will discuss identification of various weeds in our gardens. 

  

Scholarship:  Gale stated our last year’s scholarship recipient, 

Zach Szekley, who is active in the Center for Conservation 

Leadership, will speak at our April meeting regarding his progress 

in school.  Doreen Matteson will be presenting more information 

on the scholarship for 2017 at our next meeting. 

  

April Refreshment Committee:  Gale announced next month’s 

Refreshment Committee Members: Lead Darlene Robinson, 

Greeter Karen Monsen, and Members Taylor Austin, Ruthann 

Davis, Pat Doles, Jan Melin, Dolores Mink, and Suzanne Raiden. 

  

May Plant Auction:  Gale announced that it is time to think 

about plants to separate for the plant auction.  We may have a 

demonstration on dividing plants after the April meeting. 

  

Name Tags:  Gale reminded everyone to turn in their name tags 

at the conclusion of the meeting. 

  

Adjournment:  Anne Miller led the members in a prayer before 

refreshments were served.   

  

A Motion was made by Naomi Friedrich and seconded to adjourn 

the meeting.  Motion passed; the meeting adjourned at 2:49 pm. 

  

Joyce Lomonaco 

Secretary 


