
ILLINOIS DUNESLAND GARDEN CLUB 

GENERAL MEETING 
March 13, 2018 

Zion-Benton Public Library, Zion, IL 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Co-President Gale Dulian at 1:00 p.m.  

She welcomed everyone and led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Guests: Gale asked the guests to stand and introduce themselves and 
acknowledge the member who invited them. 

 
SPEAKER: Donna Saalfeld introduced today’s speaker, Curzio Caravati, 

founder of the “Kenosha Potato Project” (KPP) with over 2600 Facebook 
members from around the world.  Curzio is the curator of hundreds of 

varieties of potatoes that he grows in container bags on his gentleman’s 
urban farm in Kenosha, Wisconsin.  He encourages communities to get 

involved in producing their own food and gave a detailed account of how to 

grow and maintain potatoes.  A selection of his home grown potatoes was 
available for purchase at the meeting.   

 
Roll Call: Gale Dulian reminded everyone to sign in and pick up their name 

tags. There were 51 members and 4 guests present at the meeting. 
 

March Birthdays: Gale invited the March birthday members to stand for 
acknowledgement: Taylor Austin, Claire Erickson, Sylvia Kerstein, Jill 

LaBelle, Nelda Nelson, Barb Norman, Elizabeth Perez, Ingrid Tjader, and Lulu 
Wojcik. 
 

Minutes: The Minutes from February 13, 2018 were posted at the meeting, 
emailed and posted on our website. The required signatures were obtained 

and accepted with a slight change being noted. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Cheri Florczyk presented the Treasurer’s Report, which 

was posted with a combined final balance of $8,423.46 for both the checking 
and savings accounts.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Sunshine: Helen Koetz stated no cards needed to be sent.  
 

Garden Gloves:  Helen has many garden gloves available for $4.00.  
 



Activities: Darlene Robinson stated no activities are planned at this time.  

Darlene and Helen mentioned they are looking for someone to be Raffle 
Chair to help with the garden tour raffle.  The raffle takes place in July and 

preparation is necessary the few months prior to the event.   Darlene and 
Helen offer their expertise if needed. 

 
Membership: Sandi Shea reported 19 new members have joined the 

Garden Club in 2017 alone and encouraged members to consider 
volunteering for available positions. 

 
Workshops: No workshops are currently planned however several ideas for 

future workshops are being considered. 
 

Tip of the Month: Beth Dermody gave a creative way to display succulent 
cuttings by placing them in the holes of a brick and filling with soil.  Cover 

the bottom of the brick with duct tape, make a few small drainage holes, 

and glue decorative miniatures on the top of the brick for the final touch. 
 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 
“Zinnia for Zion” Program:  Gale Dulian thanked members who attended  

the City Hall Meeting on February 20th regarding making “Zinnia” the City 
Flower for Zion.  The Zion Board of Commissioners voted and approved the 

request.  The meeting for resolution is scheduled on March 20, 2018.   
 

Publicity:  Fran Isaac is expected to report at the April meeting. 
 

Nominating Committee:  Joyce Lomonaco reported the Nominating 
Committee continues to strive to obtain a Co-President and a Co-Treasurer.  

The Committee encourages members to consider filling these important 
positions.  We will present the nominations at the April Meeting. 

 

Garden Q & A:  April Meyers reminded members to check the Information 
Board for informative tips and articles on gardening.  She also informed 

members of an upcoming Chicago Flower and Garden Show at Navy Pier and 
Chicago Botanic Garden events. 

 
Gale Dulian mentioned the Orchid Show at the Chicago Botanic Garden was 

continuing through March 25, 2018.  Information on the Orchid Show was 
posted on the Information Board. 

 
 

 



NEW BUSINESS: 

 
New Member Induction: Gale welcomed and inducted new member, Linda 

Butkus, at the meeting. 
 

May Plant Auction: When the weather permits, April suggested that 
members consider removing abundant perennials from their gardens for use 

in the May Plant Auction.  The perennials are to be placed in containers and 
be properly labeled.  If you have any questions, please contact Auction 

Chair, Kathy Knutell. 
 

June Refreshment Committee: June Tea Leads Sandi Shea and Beth 
Dermody requested a short meeting to set a date to prepare for the Tea. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

March Refreshment Committee: Gale thanked Lead Tony Mendez (filling 
in for Jennifer Mendez), Greeter Anne Gendreau, and Members Sonja 

Bedrosian, Charlene Blair, Ethel Blanton, Helen Darsnek, Joyce Frederick, 
and Beth Rankin for their delicious refreshments and festive table. 

 
April Speaker: It was announced our speaker for April, Dave Giordano, 

Executive Director of the Root Pike Watershed Initiative Network (Root Pike 
WIN) will present measures being made to restore, protect, and sustain our 

waterways through the Root Pike WIN. We will learn how to keep our water 
safe for future generations.   

 
April Refreshment Committee: The members of next month’s 

Refreshment Committee are as follows: Lead Judy Jensen, Greeter Taylor 
Austin, and Members Judy Anderson, Carole Bufton, Barbara Farrell, Naomi 

Friedrich, Karen Monsen, Cheri Neal, and Suzanne Raiden. 

 
Information Board/Name Tags: Gale and April reminded everyone to 

check the Information Board and to return their name tags before leaving 
the meeting.  

 
Prayer: Anne Miller led us in prayer prior to the refreshments being served. 

 
Adjournment: A Motion was made by Barb Redman and seconded to 

adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed and the meeting adjourned at 2:54 pm. 
 

Joyce Lomonaco  

Secretary 


